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CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 01371 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: XF, UNSC, PBOR, PEPR, IS, LE 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED UNSC ACTION ON MIDDLE EAST 

REF: STATE 68560 

1 . POLITICAL COUNSELOR CONVEYED MARCH 17 SUBSTANCE OF 
REFTEL TO G. PEARSON, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF UN AFFAIRS 

IN EXTAFF, WHO IMMEDIATELY EXPRESSED AGREEMENT WITH 
DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ON WHAT ELEMENTS A RESOLUTION SHOULD 
CONTAIN. HE SPECIFICALLY AGREED THAT RESOLUTION SHOULD 
STRESS TEMPORARY NATURE OF PEACEKEEPING FORCE, BUT 
HE PERSONALLY DOUBTED FORCE WOULD, IN FACT, BE 
TEMPORARY. UNFICYP, HE RECALLED, WAS SUPPOSED TO LAST 
ONLY THREE MONTHS. 

2. ON CANADIAN ROLE IN A PEACEKEEPING FORCE, PEARSON 
REITERATED POINT MADE EARLIER TODAY BY EXTERNAL MINISTER 
JAMIESON (OTTAWA 1369) THAT CANADA WAS ALREADY HEAVILY 
COMMITTED ELSEWHERE AND THAT IT WOULD NOT BE EASY TO 
FIND APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL FOR PEACEKEEPING OPERATION 

IN LEBANON. PEARSON ALSO INDICATED THAT GOC WOULD LOOK 
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CLOSELY AT HOW SUCH OPERATION WOULD BE FINANCED. 

3. COMMENT. BOTH THESE POINTS PRESENT PROBLEMS FOR 
THE GOC BUT IF PEACEKEEPING FORCE IS AGREED UPON, WE 
BELIEVE CANADIANS WILL FIND WAYS TO OVERCOME THEM. 
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